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NEWS

RFID News Roundup

Gemalto, NXP collaborating on NFC for SIM cards; China certifies UHF RFID 
hardware from Intermec; Impinj joining software vendors on RFID solutions; Media 
Recovery partnering with Intelligentz on tape tracking; Baird report says users 
want learning, vendors seeing more funding, applications.

Aug. 31, 2007—The following are news announcements
made during the week of Aug. 27. 

Gemalto, NXP, Collaborating on NFC for SIM Cards 
Gemalto, a digital security company based in 
Amsterdam, and chip maker NXP Semiconductors, are 
codeveloping Near Field Communication (NFC) 
solutions for payment and data-transfer applications 
based on SIM (Subscriber Identity Module) cards for 
mobile phones. SIM cards are used to store a phone 
customer's account information and other data. NFC 
technology enables consumers to employ cell phones and 
other small mobile devices to make electronic payments and share data with 
other such devices. The two companies are building the NFC applications for the 
SIM card based on a Single Wire Protocol (SWP), a specification for a one-wire 
connection between the SIM card and NFC chip. SWP is under final review for 
standardization by the European Telecommunications Standards Institute
(ETSI). This product development, the companies say, should help the industry 
rapidly address the demand for NFC-based applications among telecom 
operators, service providers and consumers. Gemalto worked with NFC chip 
maker Inside Contactless on a SIM-based NFC application for a technology trial 
in 2006 (see Consumers Test NFC-enabled Mobile Phones Using EMV Protocol). 

China Certifies UHF RFID Hardware from Intermec 
Intermec has announced that its passive UHF (860 to 960 MHz) RFID 
interrogators are now certified for operation in China, through approval by the 
country's State Radio Regulation Committee (SRRC), a division of its Ministry 
of Information Industry (CNII). This committee ensures that products sold for 
use in China meet the country's standards for radio frequency devices. The CNII 
requires compliance testing for RFID devices before granting certification. Test 
results must conclude that RFID hardware meets China's RFID bandwidth and 
standards requirements. Last year, the country approved 433 MHz active tags 
and interrogators made by Savi Technology, using the ISO 18000-7 protocol (see 
China Endorses ISO 18000-7 433 MHz Standard), but the country's regulators 
had did not set rules for the use of UHF RFID systems until last May (see China 
Approves Requirements for UHF Bandwidth). These rules approved the use of 
RFID systems occupying bandwidth in the 840.25 to 844.75 MHz and 920.25 to 
924.75 MHz ranges. The specific Intermec interrogators certified include its 
vehicle-mounted IV7, the fixed-position IF4 and IF30, and the portable IP4 reader. 
According to Intermec, however, companies in China have been using its RFID 
products on a large scale in asset-tracking, warehouse, and transport and 
logistics applications since 2005, under temporary UHF licenses granted by the 
government. 

Impinj Joining Software Vendors on RFID Solutions 
Impinj, a Seattle-based supplier of EPC Gen 2 RFID chips and interrogators, says 
it has formed alliances with a group of independent software vendors (ISVs) to 
deliver packaged RFID solutions designed to help end users more easily get 
RFID systems up and running. The ISVs will provide optimized solutions for 
pharmaceutical, media/entertainment, apparel, food safety and other vertical 
market applications. Companies contributing software products and services to 
the solutions include epcSolutions, GlobeRanger, InSync Software, 
OATSystems, Omnitrol Networks, Scout Software, Systech International, Tacit 
Solutions, Vue Technology and RFID network infrastructure provider Reva 
Systems. Impinj says these products and services have been optimized to 
function seamlessly with tags made with its EPC Gen 2 chips and Speedway 
Gen 2 reader. 
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partnering with Media Recovery, a provider of data memory and recovery 
products, to sell Intelligentz's RFID Asset and Tracking solutions to companies 
in the financial industry. Intelligentz's RFID hardware is now part of Media 
Recovery's DatacenterTrak asset-tracking platform, developed to provide 
financial services companies better track tapes and other valuable media. 
DatacenterTrak combines Media Recovery customers' asset-, personnel- and 
tape-tracking management systems into a common platform, using both active 
and passive RFID technology. Media Recovery plans to sell the DatacenterTrak 
platform as a consolidated solution into datacenters on a global basis, the 
company reports. In 2006, Media Recovery announced a partnership with 
RFID-based asset-tracking solution provider Axcess International (see Axcess 
Offers Data Security App for Banks). 

Baird Report Says Users Seek More Info About RFID 
In its monthly analysis of the RFID industry and its leading public firms, 
international financial firm Robert W. Baird & Co. says the sector is looking up in 
a number of areas. Results from a survey the firm conducted in July show 
end-user companies to be hungry for information about RFID. "The majority of 
end users," the report notes, "view increasing their RFID knowledge as very 
important to critical, and 80% believe it will be important to increase their 
knowledge in the next 12 months." The report also chronicles the many product 
and earnings announcements made by public firms in the RFID industry, citing 
an uptick in "new and unique" RFID applications, many of them in closed-loop 
applications (versus those involving multiple business partners) and focusing on 
asset tracking. The analysts conclude that funding of RFID firms is up in 2007, 
noting that RF Code, SkyeTek and Innovision Research & Technology received 
$36.5 million in total funding this year, while Precision Dynamics netted $75 
million in funding. 

   

Print Article              Email Article              Reprints and Permissions

RFID Journal—AAFA Apparel & Foowear Summit, Aug.
20-22, New York City
This unique event brings together the leading end users, systems
integrators, consultants and vendors to address critical adoption
issues specific to the apparel and footwear sector in a highly
interactive and collaborative setting. Leading end users will present
case studies that reveal how RFID can deliver benefits in the apparel
and footwear sector today. Vendors will demonstrate new
technologies designed to address real business problems in this
sector. Don’t fall behind the industry leaders who are leveraging RFID
today.

EPC Connection, Oct. 2-4, Chicago
The fourth annual EPCglobal North America fall conference and
exhibition will deliver the largest audience of end users, systems
integrators, distributors and resellers focused on leveraging EPC
technology through the collaborative efforts of the leading standards
body on EPC and the leading RFID media and events company. This
event will feature multi-track conference and pre-conference
sessions, more dedicated exhibit time and more demonstration areas
than in any prior EPCglobal US event. Don’t miss the opportunity to
learn how EPC technologies can cut costs and boost sales today.

RFID Journal LIVE! Europe, Nov. 6-8, Amsterdam
RFID Journal LIVE! Europe 2007 is designed for end users and
potential end users of radio frequency identification technology,
systems integrators, resellers and the entire RFID community.
Whether you are just beginning to explore RFID's potential or are
already using RFID in your operations, the in-depth, multifaceted
educational content presented by leading end users will help you
understand where RFID can—and can't—help improve the way you do
business.
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